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On the rainy morning of April 3, 1944* the. peaceful stillness that is peculiar to un- 
occupied buildings and areas wan shattered by the arrival of a number of large tracks rilled 
with cargo, human and baggage, in Area /A- 10, Camp Peary, Willi am* burg, Virginia* Thus the 
30th Special U. S. Naval Construction Eattalicn received ite atart. 
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by battle seasoned, marines: skilled mechanic* attended school* in water purification, rope and 
wire splicing, and various skill* Cor which a working knowledge wae required for the operation 
and maintenance of an advanced base, Overshadowing these special schools was the actual 
stevedoring experience given the gang* of each •company, by instructors whose knowledge of hand- 
ling cargo had beeh gained in civilian life and 'was augmented by actual wartime experience at 
naval advanced bases. Many a member of this outfit will remember with pleasure, or otherwise, 
their first meeting with the US '6 MKVERSAIL , the training .ship- -on which they were changed 
from groups of men into smooth working cargo specialists, 

Finally on May \q, 1944,. after days of mhearsal for the* .event,' the battalion was formally 

commissioned by Captain J, (2* Ware, Commanding Officer of Camp ?eary > and Lieutenant Commander 

J. Kaek took command of th* battalion, Our colore were received and from that date the 30th 
Special ih Naval Construction Eat taiion existed as a recogntaed and operating unit, the la at 



of the construction battalions to be trained and commi * atoned at Camp Peary, In his commlaaion- 
, ing speech, Captain' J . '..8. **r«,, complimented the Officers and men very highly, and stated the 
outfit had the appearance «f being one of the best iwite he had commissioned* 

During the week follbwirtg,, classesj schools and drills continued as usual, but the mind* 
of everyone were focused err the 'long awaited) embarkation leave-; On the morning of May 17th, 
ail. except «weei- coast ere* departed, leaving the area to that portion of the battalion who 
were to receive their embarkation leave upon our arrival at Port Hueneme, California. 

On the morning 0 f May E?th, .all had returned, ano. everyone was ready for our ultimate 
assignment. But, instead of p rcceedi fig to the West Coast as all previous special battalions 
had done, our P^O-.'ff.. was designated ae Camp Thomas, Davlsville, R.I, We arrived there on the 
morning of May 30th and were immediately quartered' alongside experiences! battalions who were 
at that time awaiting reassignment, After approximately one month the 30th Special was divided 
into two sections, our present unit, being -designated • as the 50th Special U* S. Naval Construct- 
ion Battalion, . Section One,; comp ri eing one half of the oii ginai head^uartera .company, ' and two 
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companies »*.« and "D" in their entire^ Sue 
Commander rissk 1 s illnes-8 he xae reli eved $nd the unU. V*6 
placea under command of Li eu unan t Com'nj^r) cier Gerard R» 
Crosby and started operating as Section One en- July 2, 1944. 

On July 7th- the battalion was ordered u report to the 
0,1. fiaval ..Advan cad Ease Assembly k Training Unit, Lido 
teach, Lc»n$v: I aland,- N , t. Departing from Camp Ihomas after 
the :; W&1 ].',.' r*ni£mL erect, t wo mile march to tne tt.ai.n , the uni t 
a reived $l.'1.\qz .btach late ihat evening. There we became 
" rart *i tn« organisation Known as »»IHF DftFkS", .Their 
purpcee w&b to be %u* cyeratj on and maintenance of three 
l*r**;frer. eh ^;ar.oru 4 which, at that ■ time ■ were in Garisazi 
*.<ana». Fs-etion. Che vae- to augtt-en t ' whs Lever io cal talent 
««t Cisai^ be arjaired f&r the etfevedor i ntf operations'' of 



ing vJOTSUoii*, close order drill, I,n".' several jpesi.er* 

t-foi scth c.necial, Fection One was adjudpfi tk best marching 
► frUUit attached 1c '-TH F mw?«.. 
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On July g-rd the battalia was confined to the base 
* 1fc*$v ; l eat. ,all • t^' pereoxn-eX • ea& air . fc r the trip ov.ers^B, 



j Had thei r wishes fui f i ij £iJ * ? . j,*. e& we were *oing plaeee' 
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accom F iiBhed in e-hcrt order *nd soon everyone wae bunKea and 
nad started ^plorin^ the myateriea o f an ocean going- vessel. , . 
ironically enough, the »U S S Uj.fUNB'"*. named after a ^oua 
Marine Corps §ener-ai, wae a GBrman eappi^ ehip> captured in 
the historical hattie of the *<j.RA-F SPEK' > . Now/'snff f€- 
J ^onveraior. ehe wae engaged in taking, the 
' farmer owner*. 



On the. morning of July 26th, at 0«30 everyone was 
orv.*rec tfi^ devrKt. Portly fchereaft^r, could, be heard: the 
t||£b powerful »n ( in» And with U,« elt|H vibration and 
c.i th.e ehip, ai 1 



ie war against her 
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sway 0.1 rive snip, all hands knew th^t at Ua.t Lhey were on 
their way to AH fill ihe jnAesl on for whl Ch th«y had been 
formed, fletore leaving New York harbor, lh* dtcke were 
opened tc- passenger p^reonr-el and ev«r>Oft« Wae Allowed a 
' •-•^•ai if oh •■■■at- the ^tat.ie -0 f - L i be r fy" ft^i*i the :^^rfB Of our 
Kamtiano, L*tef, in the cay our ship was Joinad fe> various 
othi?r snips .snd elMWiy we became the center and lead ship in 
the con.oy mat /ormed. Gradually everyone m U*« lown to 
.ehip^a^ ratine and aa justed h 1 me ei T (or. the wfe 
aaye and «u ghw «be*d- Th, crossing was em^th an/Vn event' 
tlu ' u '" f^ncUny 0 f- .a.hrpboacd wart ime pa^aenger Ufa beinv 
reli ved p.y the numerous a r« and abandon ship dri li a whi ch 
^ccu.rrert aimpBt daily, £oz:t?;£ ^a'ri^;h.e-B were held aa.cli even- 
^ the afx d«k r a„a 1 the Thirtieth's Dance Baa a, aufmented 
by VMM.au* mamtsrs of the sh; P ^ crew and ^i^era previa 




ed informal eaa^.t.on« to tiie aeli^hi «.t fttary'ona. it 

i s fitedlese to state that a few 0 f ouf mamoe re found, life 
aboard a ship not at ail - 
be wiver, ho s^ri o us o r 

. 

In the afternoon or 
loan out © or jspofctert, -sigrhtea something that was. immediately 
idantified I a.n.aV : .a welcome sight to the land loving 
branch of the fiavy kr,o>n aa S^Afifef.S. During tne arter.noon 
our *hlp .dr.o.rDsa ancnor in tha beautiful bay just off Greer. - 
ocK, Scotland, -^nd the next morning it continued tip the 
Clvae River, to Qlaagow, 
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castle, Yorkshire, Nottingham, Swindon *od the other section. 
w*e to take an entire!* different rout«?, Carlisle, Care> r 
Br-i-stol-,. txettir and final ly F\iymovth in sunny Devon. per- 
sonnel of both, .sections- o/&_t*i : o&3.- a favorable rfnd lasting 
impression o( England from the train tripe. 

by truck tha cu t f i t was ntcyed irorr. Fl ymou to. Station 
to a; camp just on the outskirts of I. vy bti rif?e k where we wers 
to remain until the middle of October 1944- U <*» there >as 
pleasant and s*t«n'e»: mar -red onl y by the occurence of twe-- 
alerte for shipment to the far-shore that never material- 
ized. The local people of the village of Jvybridge were . 
very hospitable and many lor^ iastvn*? friendships were 
fomeo, U was, during this period th*t the unit was g.i ven. 
it* first as si stents in stevedoring activities, the purpose 
we '*er* originally intended. 

On October 13, 194*,. the unit «*e *oved to Camp Efford. 
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g en el al were the best, that were enccunt?T^ 
everyone -wss deeply spp reel at i ve of living ton at Vi e'« s 

sfforsed b>- .tine camp.. Ope' had t.-b admit: the future lookec 
pretty <?l-o«my: for recreation while at - : 'J vy cri d£e? hut .changes 



to.- t n e 



i r e e 



;viee a week evolved 



we re 'matfe. * 

ch'oW*' "'a d&y in the th ea t* r at- Camp '& f To cd . The library 
outgrew the packing-case ata.ee and developed into Me & f 
many shelves, 

A) though. lh« / o^r Vs. an piece orchestra had beer, ioi.t a# 
a resul t: o r the; -battali on split. Section One Tared w&U 
*.& thft newly .farmed *even piece con bl nation added mere art* 
4irre.re.nt. arrangements to its library. This seven piece 
.' e- smb i n a t i o n. .to 0 R ; t h* honors in the Army Special ter?i:te« 
E ar>d Contest ana «o.n for u&elf the title "Bisge'e'l Little 
Band in the P T 0 I t matte- a nwcet .o f ra4io broadcast 

arni pro vided musie for n-umero-us battal.Um dances- at So ring- 
ton Hall, r*y bridge'*. NcfVn .Bo ad «c*,oci in Plymouth tna 
Bullet Hail in F*eter, fa? weii as a th* aoeial functions 
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or other Wav? activities all over southern England. 

^,1 Christmas time was £^*n aft added sparkle through the 

errurte 6% the .Recrea\tG.n Department. Highlights were the 
the show in the Camp Rfford Theater wi th the band, ouar.tettee, 
and other features: th* Christmas party for the chxidren 
at Piympton and vicinity at which Headauarter -a Cfcmfcany flay- 
ed Santa Glaus; and thft ,^«rri 'ii < Christmas dinner - thanks 
to the cooks and bakers, 

Transportation had a good deal to no wi th 03 1 of our 
ventures. The regular libertv runs. were supplemented by 
runs to the battalion dances, a* i?h t- sesi n» tours through 
C*,rtmoor Forest and that Saturday ni*h-> fa&ture - * the 
liberty bus to Torquay. 

Stevedoring operations and vnrious work details con- 
tinued and all members of the battalion can be proud ol the 
part the stevedore ffangB played in keeping euppliee moving 
to france to support the fast moving advance our Tercet! were 



Mkinf *t that time. ;>oh w*b too small or too big /or 

our gan*s. to tackle, ana the spi r.i t ttsat instj'gat'ed the 
eiprJs&ioh "CAN o i the far i i * r's a 1 1 aX 1 en s,; was exempli- 

fied in it** for?) by our -work dur.th'g t^F ter^od. 

On April 6, i94J. a detachment of the unit, consisting 
of five officers and t'*o hundred \hir>y m«n were ordered 
to Pcseneatii, ac.ctionn, tor VurViier aeyi^nmertt fo « pro* 
p o :s e d rase in- «'.;• e r m'a>^ y r 'h o K« v-er, . th e-' tl a 6 e. c. h ah 
anc; thf -unit. ' f v.ni she-d their duty in' Scotland by A.S.S.l a tir^- 
in clotUiV of the ftoseneath bafee. The oetachweni returned: 
H ay 20 t h m d \\ o i n e d t he a i n group a t C a ?• p F. C f o r 

tin j u - « ut 1^46, the uni t was *ssi »ned to f«iU« 
the 10th coecifel U-S.- Naval C. angtruu i o rr. i^i vil .ion, Section 
Tvyo. at the United •'States: f«aval. A.dvartce^ Amphibious Supply 
Base, Exeter, F.«§.lano. Approximately two. hundred men K«re 
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TaKiri$ -a.glAfl.ee. into th* spp rir section H's. an esubiishefl acl tr.at U'e battalion 
came out or. top.. . Pin g- ten ■ 'Vo'ilej call-, ..• 'oae** to.%11, baseball, football,, ana- ■ fttUip g equip- 



ment were available for anyone*'? u«« \n lejeure titfe. The oasKetbail te&w look - first place 
in the Plymouth Area finals* One oi our fight ere won- the .•Junior V«lter'~ weight ti<s-;$in$ ' Champion- 
ship for tK'e i.K K .. *.nd-.the .baaebaU t g*ye other team* a run tor their won^y on dis-ffloniie. 
i n co th Scot X. and and England.- Speaking In terms o I sport* and recreation, i t is'tfif ficiUt to 
determine wh*re tho&e; waJke through the £nsii*4> countrywide jnany of the fellows were eeen 
taking. • should' be' lis t*d.. • wers * ttiey- *por t -Oft. recreation* t 

Prom ine day of the fi^t review in Camp Peary ,.; the battalion %&e. no t*4 for a briillarvt 



a favorite pastime wee 



were other than sports, reading, liberty and walk in tne country 

«fio^y>-lphby«« where ind i vitjuaV creati venesaana artist ry turned out ail sorts of souvenirs 
from an sorts mater i al » , 

At the time this writing, scuttlebutt {ever heard of it?) has been -passed that quite 
a number of battalion - personnel will fee returned to the Up! ted States in the near future for 
le'jaVe and eventual reassignment to a place called the ?icl fi c where 1 1, tfti 1)een rumared there 
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